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The fuzzy-possibilis�c product par��on (FPPP) was introduced twelve years ago, as an alterna�ve way of 
combining the probabilis�c and possibilis�c par��ons in fuzzy clustering. Mixed c-means clustering 
models previously combined the two components as a linear combina�on and achieved a clustering model 
with improved proper�es. However, they were unable to totally reject the adverse effect of outliers. The 
mixed c-means clustering algorithm based on FPPP ini�ally proved to be effec�ve in the rejec�on of outlier 
data and to produce fine par��ons. Further versions of the FPPPCM algorithm were elaborated for the 
detec�on of clusters of various shapes (e.g. spheroids, ellipsoids). The algorithm was successfully 
employed in applica�ons, for example in blind speaker recogni�on. Several years a�er its introduc�on, the 
research community discovered the existence of the FPPP par��on in the literature, and currently we may 
observe a sudden rise in its popularity, being cited more and more in highly ranked journal ar�cles. This 
lecture focuses on the achievements of the FPPP par��on, highligh�ng its advantages, but also revealing 
the difficul�es of its use.     
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